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P ls cading east from Madrid, you climb the tall scarp
E L of the Sierra de Guadarrama and eventually come
diown the other side info an exceptionally beantifiol workd.
The province of Salamanca is the southeastern edge of
o great basin embraced by the Guadarrama in the west
and the Cantabrian Mouniains far to the north, henimed
o ihe south by ihe Sierra de Gata, Other than *“Temale
cat,” 1I'm nod sure what gata denotes in Evropean Span-
ish, but in the Spanish spoken in the Western Hemisphere,
it means “trigger”—which is appropriate, because of all
the various places in Spain where you can exercise Your
trigger [ don't know of any more beautiful than Salamanca.
It"s agriculiural country in part, catile country as well—
although on some estancias you will do well nof to fool
around with the piciuresque herds of grazing kine because
this is one of the arcas in Spain where livestock is bred
for the plaza de toros, | read that Spanish fighting bulls
are near relatives o Afvican Cape bulTalo, and alihoagh
I dontt know il il"s troe, | do know that &l toro looks al
yoid wilh the same level, plercing, malevolent guee.
Salamunca is sheep country too, and the ranch where
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Alfonso Fabres hosts his shooling puests once was a sta=
thon whiere lambs were segregated for weandng, In fact, the
pruestrmmE=—all connected in a horseshoe-shape structure
that Meces the main lodge across a beautifully mankcured
and cobbled courtyard—originally were the shelters where
the lambs were kepl. You'd never know it now, of course,
bt it sort of exploins something 'l get (o later. 5

What is apparent the moment you walk into the newly
built ledge is that vour host is a hunter. There are irophies
evervwhere—European game from e deer 1o red stag to
wilidl baar o great bustard and African game of every sort.
When 1 complimented Alfonso on his collection, he said,
“Uoh, this is just the overflow, My house got too full.™

You can hunt red stag from this ranch if you want, and
when [ was there one of our party went off early one mom-
ing with his sister; my wife, Vicky; and a guide and came
in with a magnificent trophy bull. Vicky told me Later that
walching the stalk from the vantage of a tall rock ootcrop
wis 15 exciling as anyihing she saw on the whole trip.

Me, I pet excited about birds, especially when they

Cirntinued ou page 91
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come winging over my stand in waves,
hammernng fast and high; and as drven
game, red-legged pariridge are hard 10
beat. They look like chukars, although
slightly larger; they hang oal i coveys
like quail and gray partridge: and once
prosmiphed 8o ke wing, they Ay Like bloody
hell. I"'ve shot them in England and twice
in Spain. and even thouph they can’t gquike
match einher the altitude or the o speed
of phieasants under certain conditiens,
they're small and nimble enough to be
every bit as demanding.

Omce ina while 1 like to skip a dove
and walk around watching my colleagues

n hasscally hEI'iIII.!hI
course. With a dozen
oF T im thee e o any
given time, each bimd
making iLs o way
according 1o whatev-
er il feels moved 1o
do al Lthe moment,
there are lols of wiys
1 Imss

Which of course
i5 wihy you'd travel
a quarter of the way
arpund the world to

Wirgshooring Adveninres' Sack Sising (lnee) witk a pair
of rediegs tker fravit the slreen COMRIFY drond

Alfeurse Fabres ' rangin

at work. For one thing. drven bards are
the best spectator sport in all of shoot-
ing—even more fun to watch than colum-
B, o ho-hard pageoins—and For anath-
er, | can leam soane tangs about the shoot-
img that 1 can’t see as well wihen 1'm
hahil the gun,

Belosst ol the misses | see o |L.||I:'r|.1!.'l: are
shits passing well behingd the binds. Redlegs
speed is deceptive because they"re small,
which means they re almost always flying
Faster than they appear 1o be, But they don't
always fly in nice siraight lines, and here
again, s allects |;'~|‘:r|.'|‘:|:'r|.".|'d'|. ¥ o o s
ily 2o thai a curling pheasant s . |
n curling pheasant. They're big and per-
form their chandelles gliding on cupped
swings, 0 10's not hard to see that theyre
diy i._'||in_[_l frovm the x!ﬂﬁghl and narrow
You may not always be able o rack them
with a gun, but at least you know whil
they' re doing., Bedlegs glide wo, but they
can also curl mngd nern in fell Mighe, even
rock & bit from side to side whabe iracing

L wll,

shoot at them i the
first place—that and
the wonderful abmos-
phene of Spain

| have ot seen all of Spain, but 1 have
yel b see any af 1% coumryRade I didm"t
v, whether s ihe mountanous Basgque
region in the miorth: the arid, rocky cen-
wral plain; the mugged eastermn coast, of the
Jowely, rolling landscape of Salamanca.
Parts of Salamanca are wooded, like the
part where Alfonso’s ranch 15, and they
remind me of cenain regions of Texas—
trees round and green with leaves, stand-
ing in bush, green grass, There's no under-
atory of brush—ihanks |1t;|in'|'r|.'. [ saigpect,
i i few hundred vears of grazing catiba—
and it all looks as inviting ns a park, The
morning drive on the way from ranch to
shooling grounds, through miles of coun-
iy lake this, is abowt as good a way as |
know to kick off a day that began with
high-octane coffes and the issoned meals
and cheeses of a Spanish breakfasi

| i||1.1gin¢ Salamanca gels pretly |.|r'_|-'
in the summer. but it’s wonderfully green
:I]lring the FIRY sgisiul, i Juﬂu:ll'j , with

E?ﬁm! (letss
E.:m:;f ish :fj'rm i
k_)fmrrm.w;f

Thryren fi hereeamf aned JoerTrradpsr akascfin
ol T vt s g endivde
§ b, "'l.l-mrllr'.'. IIJ.'-\.IIA' pivel Wik ara

EITR L]

Fiil! femms or o ralé i s a1 rda i

fewr Livike TG

Shootiag and arrom
e A BOIEr

|'|.l'.|..'|.rr|1.'.'-| :I'h.'l'nll'hl-hll.l Aoy lﬂlI:I Ly pal

sl & sy e sgvirfulf

For oy delanls, pleaoe comiaer:

(2 s leonnlif
J IIH:’JJ‘HHF:;

“Ihricrated i the fricriaal of M cosaniiry gt "

Necheered Hulsheon
Wi 44 FTSE RO D (o)
G144 1626 BI4797 (ae, )
(i Dvam e
I 44 T 7609 Lapaad f Lencid

N, e oo e -3 DT Era . 0. uK

Log&T imberframe Homes
arthstone and

ﬁ?m!; j&u!‘;eréb{-e

bring you the finest in hand-
craled homes. Log homes feature
massive nataral-contour logs that
are hewn, dovetailed, chinked,
Timber frames feature ﬁ1'||."|1_.'
crafied traditional joinery.
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the brooks running swift and full. Little
gorges rimmicd with sharp, stony blufls
and grass-banked streams that loop ancuned
rock lediges are the conumaen denoming-
por of Alfonsn's shooting grounds—places
whene the guns can stand wiay doam belo
the binds ag they come rocketing off the
high ground. You need something, afier
all, v gt wowr miind ofF such lovely sur-
roumclings.

Three or four drives in the
are a l_'-:s-h;l hiversionm, s |.Il.||:i||_|.' cach of
which youw might shoot anywhere from

M ing

NCF 1 £0) |1.||:t|:ul:.;|:. -:El.'pl.':n-.llr'l'__‘ o Wihere
yoia're located and how the birds chonse
Then you hand over your gun to
your secrefario and head for the ent
canogy, wiere Alfonso’s crew has sel up
the lunch tables, sip a glags or two of
Bload-red vimo tads and eal WOMIrL Il hale
to death

I don’t knovw about you, bat 1 do mol
shoot my hest immediately afier lunch.
Something about a food-imdeced stupos
just doesn’n get me on my gun. Merciful-

1] r]:n.'.

| IF You Wﬁh r 1O GO

ack Jansma, of Wingshooting
Adventures, organizes wonderful
trips to Salamanca—three days of

[ | shooting, with time o ~for a day pok-

ing around in the province's lovely
¢ld capital city and a day in Madnd,
If the: st collection in the Prado, espe-
cially the El Greco holdings, doesn’t
send shivers up your spine, the par-
iridge shooting will. For details, con-
tact Wingshooting Adventures, (-
1845 W, Leonard, Grand Rapids, M1
49544; 616-677-1980, fax -1986.
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