‘The fiesta of
sporting
excellence

Partridge shooting in Spain is widely acknowledged as one
of the most exciting opportunities in world shooting,
(siles Catchpole, Mary Drysdale and Elizabeth Judson
came back delighted.

GILES CATCHPOLE

A:] the suburbs of Madnd disappear into the
asgance one finds oneself looking ar coun-
e rolling pass che window, and wandering
what sort of panndge country it will make,
There are all sores of questions floating about
actually. Fora seart it is Marche bt the scison in
Spain s a month longer than here in the UK,
and indeed many sporsmen fram the UK and
other European countries extend cheir seasons
with a bate outing at che partridges. Then &t is
hot. Well, hotter than at home anyway. More

like a summers day than the chillly March we
ledt behind, What 1% the form in the fi=ld hepe?
What 15 3 canador? And why should | wanr a
secretang? Then thete are the hirds themoelves,
Hew will they acquoit chemselves on the
scrubby Spanish escarpments? Tomarnow will
revead all,

Past Salamanca the flar fields begin o mll
most agreeably and as we approach Las
Veguillas the landscape is doned with scrub and
wees and crss-crossed by rocky gullics. In the
shade of the tees amble carle and sheep.
Cows, calves and the young bulls, This i fighe-
ing bull country, and one ook at those formida-
hie hat-racks remands me that the remmder to
“Please shut che gate” is best heeded i this part
of the world.

Las Vepuaillas is the lodge of Alonso Fabres,
who manages HontinSpain and who, besides
his own eszate, manages several thousands of
hectared here for the benefie of variouws fomms af
hanting. There are several species of deer bere,
we aw fallow several dmet, and wild boar: poar
and moufflon in the hills and, of course, the par-
tricges. At the heant of the estate is the lodge
igself, an airy and spacious
house surmsunded by mds-
vidual cabins for the puests.

A baief departure bere. The
house is filled - and 1 do
mean filled - with big game
trophics. Alfcnso Fabres has
spent a lifetime in pursuit of
garme of all descriprions and
the kdge 15 a vivid cesia-
ment to his effers, From
boar 1o buffabo, warthog oo
wolverine and all kinds of
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antelope and deer from every connnent. It =
3 remarkable thing | doubt if most naoural
hisgary museums coubd boass such a colleonon

The pary contared a number of Cruns who
had hunted big pame in Alinca and clsewhere,
and it was guate 3 while before we stopped mov-
ing frommn tophy oo mephy with saft whistles m
scttle more comfortably with an aperinf before
danmer.

As we sac amidst ehe debes aof which, Alfonso
Fabres himself jpaned us hot oot fram mestnzs
in Salimanc 1 bricf us on the aext dayv's sport.
Which was im shorm parmidges, red-legs, doven
alf the escarpments some forry kilometres from
the lodge, There would be four drives only, two
pre=lhanch and two after. We would start at a
deeply onvilised 103 am and break for lunch
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sove leftz Guns, cargudors and secretarios move off to begin the day's shooting. Above rightt Between the flags are, from lefi; Nick Morris,
sdon Titterington, Hugh Paterson, Alfonso Fabres (host), David Hendry, Jim Paterson, Allan Crawford.
pposite page top: [ining af Las Viguillas. Opposite page bottom: Much needed refreshment following some scintillating Spanish partridges.
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7] arourd 1.30pen. With the spring days lengthen-

ing once more there was Bo msh, The Guns
wioutld shaoe with rwo guns and exch would be
equipped with a cargader, the loader; and a sec-
recsia whose mole would be o waech and count
the hirds downed. Afeer cach dove the score-
earso would pick-up birds desd arownd che blind
and infoem the pickers-up and thear degs wha
would sweep behind the lme. Guns should
focus evclusvely on the bards and their shoot-
ing. All of which being chear che party dispersed
shout the place, cach o his own prcparations for
the mamye:

Thus it was that we found oussclves in the
sunshine of the following mom at the foor of 3
miodest buff, domed wuth Meditermancan oaks
and grasses. Loaders and secrecanics were in the
process of erecting the simple canvas Minds fior
the shoaters and laving our guns and carridges.
And we were underway,

Onic of the beawties of shooting over such a
large area, Alonso Fabres explancd o me laker,
wias that there were suitable dnves for all Couns
and afl conditions. There was mever a noed 1o
sheot inte the sun for example; which is as well
s | surveyed the cloudless sky and the hagh and

sparsc honzon. The parendgss lew well on che
slight brecze, flushing across che lins in useful
bunches of thiee of four, and distinctly noc the
cloud-liks coveys chay might be expected ke in
thie season when birds have been over the Guns
a few times and are piotery on the ground

And the Guna shot well ton, keeping loaders
and SPHICLETY alike well occupied . the dmee
progressed. After a het hall hour the homs and
cres af the bearers wunded over the beow and
the drve was complete, hecretanas scampered
kither and won, and while the Guns ok on
bsird muech necded refreshment, the bag was
formually laid owt for inspecton, as it would b
after cach drive. AMonso Fabres considered the
many ranks of paired berds and conclided tha
the mext drive would be & 3 somewhat steeper
pully than this. “The bieds will be no hagher
there,” saad ke, “bur the Guns will be somewhar
lower.” Amd =0 1 was, 25 we siosd wvth owar
backs m what might have besn 3 Hampshare
chalkstrcam and contemplated the sicopncis o
our froacs, Ie should bave slowed wp che Giuns
mose than somewhat, but it didn’s. They shoras
well as before and the whoops and cnes of the
sevretanios could be heard &s their Guns pulled
aff spectacular nght and lefts, of
right amd lefs and nghes.

Lunch was taken in a commdi-
aus margues ardd white coated wait-
e plicd us with bashecued lamb
and kid. Wine and alk flowed
Mdrer lunch these Guns wouald sand
lower sl and we would Gnish with
the King's stand. Juan Carlos him-
self i a viiror here.

The shird dive was mndeed a
steep one a5 we swo0d before what
was almost a chiff, and che ||;|rl|ri|:||:|:\
smred abeve us, streeching the
Guns st all anghes, ard tumbling
way back immo the rocks, And che
King's drive? A roval trear indesd
that lefc all che Chuns hofter amd
mare becarhbess than they had bezn
all day. At the end thene was 3 dazed
pause before the secrecanos began
to pick-up and the Guns stretehed
sired backs and comgregated
exchange exaited commenRtancs,

There were some semous par:
eridges at Las Vepuillis, no efmor,
and some senous country oo
Today there were some senious
Couns o boot. The bag was TRT par-
wndees. Tomomow, | suspect, the
Guns will e stood sall lower. [
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